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1159 May 11, 1900 

Until more definite information is at hand all baggage from that dis- 
trict will be disinfected. 

Eespectfully, "Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

JJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Naples, Italy, April 25, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended April 25, 
1900, the following ships were inspected : 

On April 20, the steamship Alter, of the North-German Lloyd Steam- 
ship Company, bound with passengers and cargo for New York. There 
were inspected and passed 70 cabin and 530 steerage passengers and 134 
pieces of large and 567 pieces of small baggage. One hundred and fifty- 
five pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 

On April 24 the steamship Sempione, of the Italian Navigation Com- 
pany, bound with passengers and cargo for New York. There were 
inspected and passed 749 steerage passengers and 52 pieces of large and 
550 pieces of small baggage. Nine hundred pieces of baggage were 
disinfected by steam. 

On April 24 the steamship Victoria, of the Anchor Line, bound with 

passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 

1,121 steerage passengers and 61 pieces of large and 1,125 pieces of small 

baggage. Three hundred pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 

Eespectfully, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Quarantine against Port Said on account of plague. 

Washington, D. C, May 5, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to advise you that I am informed by the Ital- 
ian ambassador at this capital that Port Said has been declared by his 
Government infected with the bubonic plague, and that vessels from 
that port will be subject in Italy to quarantine ordinances 3 and 6 of 
1897 and 1 and 10 of 1900. 

Eespectfully, John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

JAPAN. 

Concerning rumors of plague — Plague in Formosa. 

Yokohama, Japan, April 12, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the sanitary condition of Japan 
appears to be, on the whole and from the point of view of the existence 
of quarantinable disease, satisfactory. 

Within a few days rumors have been circulated that many rats are 
dying at Osaka, and even that cases, fairly suspected to be of plague, 
had occurred there in the human subject. 

As the rumors referred to have owed their dissemination to native 

papers of antiadministration politics, they must, perhaps, be taken with 

allowance. However, the central sanitary bureau disclaiming any 

knowledge of the asserted facts, I, on the 9th instant, telegraphed to 
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Dr. Fowler, acting assistant surgeon, United States Marine-Hospital 
Service, at Kobe, as follows : 

"Investigate reported pest in rats and man at Osaka. Go Osaka if 
needful. Beport to me by wire." 

To this Dr. Fowler replied yesterday : 

"Answer from governor of Osaka, no pest occurring among rats or 
men at present." 

I have written Dr. Fowler to keep in close touch with Osaka notwith- 
standing. 

The houses in the suburbs of Kobe in which the plague broke out 
last fall, and those in the immediate neighborhood to which it spread 
later, were pulled down on the 10th instant and the debris burned. I 
will not attempt to account for the remarkable delay in carrying out 
this measure which was long ago determined upon. 

A single case of plague is reported from Okinawa Ken, which com- 
prises the old kingdom of Liu Kiu, but it does not seem well 
authenticated. 

From Formosa the latest return is as follows : "April 8 there were 7 
pest cases in Tainan, of which 4 proved fatal, bringing the total number 
of cases since the beginning of the year to 239, of which 176 were fatal." 

Some dysentery exists in various parts of the Empire, but I am unable 
at present to obtain reliable statistics. It is certainly not, as yet, severe 
in any locality. 

Eespectfully, Stuaet Eldeidge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., Sanitary Inspector. 

The Surgeon-General, U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Inspection of vessels bound for United States ports during the six months 
ended December SI, 1900. 

Yokohama, Japan, March 1, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the half year ended 
December 31, 1899, I have officially inspected vessels bound for ports in 
the United States and its dependencies, the latter including Guam, the 
Philippines, and Hawaii, to the number of 108, one fourth more than 
in the preceding six months, and an average of 1 ship inspected every 
forty-one hours. 

Of these vessels, 30 were under the United States flag, 43 were 
British, 27 Japanese, 3 German, 3 Norwegian, 1 Hawaiian, and 1 
Chinese ; 96 were steamers and 12 sailing vessels. 

Of the steamers, 68 carried steerage passengers to the number of 
38,131, concerning whom I inclose a detailed statement as against 
15,135 during the six months January to June, 1899. 

A considerable part of this apparent increase in steerage travel is due 
to the inclusion in the statistics of the 11,356 troops passing between 
Manila and the United States via Yokohama. Deducting these, how- 
ever, as well as 1,571 people bound for Victoria, British Columbia, 
there still remain 25,204 ordinary steerage passengers and emigrants for 
Pacific ports of the United States and for Hawaii. 

Adding the number of the crews of all vessels inspected, 9,032, to the 
total of steerage passengers, the number of persons individually exam- 
ined by me during the half year was 47,163. 

Eespectfully, Stuaet Eldritjge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. U. S. M. H. S., Sanitary Inspector. 

The Surgeon-Geneeal, U. S. Marine Hospital Service. 



